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m Abbreviated as SNS a social
networking site is the phrase
used to describe any

that enables users to create
public profiles within that

Web site and form
relationships with other
users of the same Web site

who access their profile.
Social networking sites can be
used to describe community-
based Web sites, online
discussions forums, chatrooms
and other social spaces online.

http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/S/social_networking_site.html


http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/W/Web_site.html

m \We define social network sites
as web-based services that
allow individuals to (1) construct
a public or semi-public profile
within a bounded system, (2)
articulate a list of other users
with whom they share a
connection, and (3) view and
traverse their list of connections
and those made by others
within the system. The nature
and nomenclature of these
connections may vary from site

to site.

Social Network Sites: Definition, History, and Scholarship
danah m. boyd1,t,

Nicole B. Ellison2,%

Article first published online: 17 DEC 2007

DOI: 10.1111/5.1083-6101.2007.00393.x
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“Overall, this study implies that the potential of SNS as means of sharing

academic knowledge in higher education institutes in Israel has not been
actualized yet”
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The Future of Peer Review
RICHARD PRICE
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This guest post was wriifen by Richard Price, founder and CEO
of Academia.edu — z siie that sernves as a platform for
academics to share thelr research papers and io inferact with
each other.

Instant distribution

Many academics are excited about the future of instant
distrinution of research. Right now the time lag between finishing
a paper, and the relevant worldwide research community seeing
it, is between 6 months and 2 wears. This is because during that time, the paper is being peer
reviewed, and peer review takes an incredibly long time. 2 years 15 roughly how long it used to take to
send a letter abroad 300 years ago.

Marny platforms are springing up which enable research distribution to be instant, so that the time lag
between finishing a paper, and everyone in the relewvant research community worldwide seeing it, is
measured in hours and days, rather than months and years. Some of the strong platforms are
Academia.edu, arXiv, Mendeley, ResearchGate and SSRN.

What about peer review?

One question many academics have is: in a future where research is distributed instantly, what
happens to peer review? Will this be a world where junk gets out, and there is no way to distinguish
between good and bad research?

Content discovery on the web

Instant distribution is a characteristic of webh content, and the web has thrived without a system af
formal peer review in place. No-one thinks that the web would be enhanced by a panel of formal peer
reviewers who werify each piece of content before it was allowed to be posted on the web.

The welb has thrived Decause powermul discovery systems have sprung up that separate the wheat
frorn the chaff for users. The main two systems that people use to discover content on the web are:
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"Open-access literature is defined by two essential properties. First, it is free of charge to everyone.
Second, the copyright holder has consented in advance to unrestricted reading, downloading,
copying, sharing, storing, printing, searching, linking, and crawling.

The first property solves the pricing crisis. The second property solves the permission crisis”

Suber, P. (2003) Removing barries to research: An introduction to open access for librarians. College &

Research Libraries News, 64.

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/writing/acrl.htm
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Our history
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What is JISC?

JISC is driving innovation in UK education and research,
and has been doing so for more than 15 years.

How JISC works

Working with us

Historically, the acronym stood for ‘Joint Information Systems
Committee’. Over time our role has evolved and our reputation
in the UK and internationally has grown. So while we may not
be an ‘information systems committee’ any longer, we continue
to champion the use of digital technology to ensure the UK
remains world-class in research, teaching and learning.
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How do we champion digital technology?

JISC offers leadership and support to UK educational
organisations at a local, national and international level. We







